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Editor’s Note 

Mike McKnight 

As I mentioned in an earlier note, I got back in to fly fishing again after a 
long absence. For those of you that have fly fished there are a many simi-
larities between fly fishing and bowhunting and both can be quite chal-
lenging. One of my favorite fly fishing blogs is 2 Guys and a River 
(www.2guysandariver.com) and the latest post seemed worthy of mention 
in this Newsletter. Entitled “The Gift of Fly Fishing” the post quotes 
Charles Orvis in 1883 when he wrote: 
 
“More than half the intense enjoyment of fly fishing is derived 
from the beautiful surroundings, the satisfaction felt from being in 
the open air, the new lease of life thereby secured, and the many, 
many pleasant recollections of all one has seen, heard, and done.” 
 
Continuing on this post describes the gifts of fly fishing to be the beautiful 
surroundings, a new lease on life and the pleasant memories. All three of 
these gifts apply equally as well to bow hunting. As the cover shot I took 
of a western South Dakota sunset attests, the beauty we experience as 
bow hunters is many times hard to describe to others less fortunate and 
often taken for granted.  
 
Spending any time in the field gives us all satisfaction whether we loose 
an arrow or not and that new lease on life is easily experienced each and 
every time we return from a hunting adventure, whether that be in the lo-
cal shelter belt or an extended trip to an exotic location. Finally, the mem-
ories of time spent afield are with us forever. 
 
Reflect on the gift of bowhunting in your life. 
 
Play hard and have fun! 
 

Mike McKnight 
Editor 
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Wyatt Skelton 

The Vice President’s Voice 

  
  
 
I hope the fall seasons are going well for everyone.  For myself it started well, but has slowed 
down as I still have several tags to fill.  I have seen some beautiful sunsets and had some 
wonderful memories with friends and of course Bow.  Our annual convention is coming in 
February and will definitely be another great one.  We’ve been fortunate enough and have Mr. 
Barry Wensel as our speaker.  He’s an entertaining fellow with many adventures and tales to 
regale to us.  One of my favorites is about Billy bad a$$ the baboon, a candy bar, and the 
snake.  It should be a fun get together!  I encourage everyone to try and bring someone new to 
the convention.  If everyone could instill the passion of SDBI and get one newbie to our 
event, we could have an even stronger voice in the future of Bowhunting in South Dako-
ta.  Also don’t forget to bring your trophies and pictures for the wall board too.  If anyone has 
any pictures of Dave Perrion I encourage you to bring them as well.  We lost Dave this past 
September and I’d like us to share some memories and stories.  Also we need to all stay a co-
hesive group and stay abreast of possible changes to the GF&P rules and license alloca-
tion.  This could have an impact on the Bowhunters of South Dakota.  If we all can do just a 
little, as a group we can accomplish a lot.  Good luck in everyone’s hunting adventures for the 
remainder of the season. 
 
Pick a spot, aim true, and let r rip! 
 
Wyatt Skelton 
 
 

 
 

 
Email articles, photos, want ads, cartoons, and letters 

for newsletter submission to : 
Mike McKnight 

msmcknight2912@gmail.com Next deadline to submit articles or  
pictures is April 1 
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Now that lawmakers have come to a bipartisan agreement on the nation’s largest 
source of conservation funding, the future looks brighter for fish and wildlife 

Across the nation, private lands provide essential habitat and public access for Ameri-
ca’s hunters and anglers, driving a rural outdoor recreation economy worth billions of 
dollars. And to improve the soil health, water quality, and fish and wildlife habitat on 
these lands, the farm bill provides more than $5 billion to support private land conser-
vation. 
But on September 30 of this year, Congress let the 2014 Farm Bill expire and failed to 
pass a new bill. While most of the law’s major functions—such as caring for the hun-
gry and providing a safety net for agricultural producers—carried on without issue, its 
support for wildlife habitat and sporting access immediately halted. For landowners 
and sportsmen and women across the country, this generated considerable uncer-
tainty regarding the future of private lands conservation. 
Thankfully, House and Senate Farm Bill negotiators finally announced a deal, leading 
to the swift passage of the 2018 Agriculture Improvement Act by both chambers with 
record bipartisan support. 
Here is a look under the hood of the 2018 Farm Bill and what some of its key provi-
sions mean for sportsmen and women.Conservation Funding  
When filling up your gas tank, the amount of money spent determines how much fuel 
you get and how far you can go. Similarly, the amount of funding for conservation de-
termines how many acres can benefit from the habitat and access programs in the 
farm bill. That’s why, throughout the course of deliberations and negotiations for the 
2018 Farm Bill, TRCP led a determined opposition to any cuts to the programs that 
support healthy soil, clean water, and productive fish and wildlife habitat. 
We are pleased to see that the final bill provides full funding—roughly $5 billion—for 
the critical work of conservation. 

Agriculture Conservation Easement Program  

Funding for this substantial wetlands program saw an increase of $200 million per 
year, meaning that roughly $450 million in funding will assist landowners with the pro-
tection, restoration and improvement of wetland easements. This natural infrastruc-
ture enhances fish and migratory bird habitat while mitigating flooding and boosting 
water quality by capturing arm runoff. 

Conservation Compliance and Sodsaver  

The 2018 Farm Bill maintains the integrity of wetland conservation compliance, 
known as “Swampbuster,” while strengthening “Sodsaver” grasslands protections. 
Combined, Swampbuster and Sodsaver provide critical safeguards for the wetlands 

Finally a Farm Bill 
 

Alex Maggos 
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and grasslands that comprise a significant amount of our waterfowl and upland bird 
habitat in the United States. 

Conservation Reserve Program  

CRP acreage grew by 3 million to a total of 27 million acres under this voluntary pro-
gram, which incentivizes landowners to remove highly erodible and environmentally 
sensitive lands from production. This increase will provide much-needed upland habi-
tat and water quality improvements. 

Environmental  Qual i ty Incentives Program  

The bill boosts the funds dedicated to wildlife habitat practices under EQIP from 5 
percent to  10 percent of the program’s total funds. This will dramatically increase the 
amount of money available for farmers and ranchers to create wildlife habitat on 
working lands for species such as the greater sage grouse and monarch butterfly. 

Regional  Conservation Partnership Program  

Funding for the RCPP tripled to $300 million a year to be spent on landscape scale 
watershed projects that increase wildlife habitat while boosting water quantity and 
quality. This program is used everywhere from the Chesapeake Bay to the Columbia 
River to build resiliency in the face of pollution and drought. 

Voluntary Public Access and Habitat  Incentive Program  

The 2018 Farm Bill provides an additional $10 million in funding for the Voluntary 
Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program. This is a significant victory for sports-
men and women across the country who enjoy public access to nearly 1 million acres 
of private land opened under this program for everything from hiking to hunting and 
fishing. 

Praise for the Farm Bil l  

“We’re relieved to see a Farm Bill move forward before this Congress concludes, be-
cause every day we go without critical programs for habitat and access it creates 
more uncertainty for rural America. With full funding for conservation and increased 
funding for states to create new walk-in access for hunting and fishing, this bill is a 
win all around—for sportsmen and women, landowners, wildlife, water quality, and 
our economy.” 
— Whit Fosburgh, president and CEO of the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Part-
nership 

 

Finally a Farm Bill 
(continued) 
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“The Farm Bill is one of the largest single sources of conservation spending in the 
federal budget and it represents the single largest federal investment in private-lands 
conservation, so it is easy to see why it is so important.” 
—Paul Phillips, co-chairman of the Boone & Crockett Club’s Conservation Policy 
Committee 
 
“In short, the new Farm Bill is a victory for the conservation and stewardship of the 
natural treasures that are America’s ranches, farms and forests. The health of these 
lands is critical to the success of private landowners, to our economy and to rural 
communities. The bill’s investment in conservation programs, combined with im-
portant forestry provisions, will give landowners tools to protect their land and their 
way of life.” 
—Mark R. Tercek, CEO of The Nature Conservancy 
 
“This is the first time CRP acres have increased since the 1996 Farm Bill. Part of that 
is due to the support of our 140,000 members, volunteers, hunters, farmers and land-
owners making their voices heard in support of a strengthened CRP.” 
—Dave Nomsen, vice president of governmental affairs for Pheasants Forever and 
Quail Forever 
 
“On behalf of the more than one million members and supporters of Ducks Unlimited, 
we’d like to thank Congress for their steadfast support of our nation’s wetlands and 
waterfowl through the passage of the 2018 Farm Bill. By providing full-funding for the 
conservation title, Congress ensures that these voluntary, incentive-based conserva-
tion programs will continue to create opportunities to work with farmers, ranchers, 
and landowners across the country. Without their cooperation, Ducks Unlimited could 
not reach our goal of filling the skies with waterfowl today, tomorrow, and forever.” 
—Dale Hall, CEO of Ducks Unlimited 
 
*reprinted from www.TRCP.org 

Finally a Farm Bill 
(continued) 
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 An SDBI First 

By Mike McKnight with help from Kelsey Knoer  

I did not go back and check the old issues but I am reasonably sure this is the first time in an 
SDBI Newsletter there is a write up about a case to be argued in the United States Supreme 
Court. Lest anyway think I am more of a nut than usual bear with me. The case I am about to 
describe could have an impact on wildlife management throughout the west, possibly even 
including South Dakota.  
 
The case involves a man named Herrera, an enrolled member of the Crow Tribe of Montana 
He was hunting with other tribal members when they spotted several elk on the Reservation. 
At some point, the elk left the Reservation and crossed into Big Horn National Forest, where 
Herrera and others shot three bull elk and took the meat back with them to Montana. Herrera 
was cited in Wyoming for two misdemeanors involving hunting without a license during a 
closed season.  
 
Herrera did not deny taking the elk, but claimed he had  a treaty right under the Fort Laramie 
Treaty of 1868 to hunt where he did. In the Treaty, the Tribe gave to the federal government 
the vast majority of its territory, which spanned large swaths of present-day Montana and 
Wyoming. The Tribe retained a portion of its land for the establishment of the Crow Reserva-
tion. The Treaty also provided that the Tribe “shall have the right to hunt on the unoccupied 
lands of the United States so long as game may be found thereon, and as long as peace sub-
sists among the whites and Indians on the borders of the hunting districts.” 
  
The Fourth Judicial District, Sheridan County, State of Wyoming, found that it was precluded 
from litigating the issue of whether the treaty right was extinguished because an earlier deci-
sion of the 10th Circuit, Crow Tribe of Indians v. Repsis, 73 F.3d 982 (10th Cir. 1995), al-
ready determined that the off-reservation treaty hunting right in the Crow Treaty was no long-
er valid because it was extinguished by Wyoming’s establishment as a state. The lower court 
also concluded that the Tribe’s treaty right to hunt was forfeited by the establishment of the 
Bighorn National Forest, rendering the land in that area “occupied.” Herrera appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court, arguing that reliance on 10th Circuit opinion was improper and 
asking that the Supreme Court also decide the merits of the Treaty interpretation issue. Wyo-
ming argues that Repsis is controlling and preclusive, and therefore the Supreme Court 
should decline to resolve the Treaty  interpretation issue in its entirety. In the alternative, Wy-
oming argues that the Treaty right was extinguished by either Wyoming’s formation as a state 
or by the establishment of the Big Horn National Forest.  
  
Herrera argues that the decision in Repsis was actually overruled by the Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Minnesota v. Mille Lacs Band of Chippewa Indians, 526 U.S. 172, 196 (1999), four 
years after Repsis. Specifically, Mille Lacs provides that “Congress may abrogate Indian trea-
ty rights, but it must clearly express its intent to do so,” 526 U.S. at 202, and “statehood by 
itself is insufficient to extinguish Indian treaty rights to hunt, fish, and gather on land within 
state boundaries.” Id. at 207.  
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If the Crow Treaty is interpreted in the manner Herrera argues the Crow Tribe would have ex-
pansive hunting rights granted by the Treaty. What could that mean for South Dakota? The US 
Supreme Court’s opinion could also impact the Lakota Treaty rights as well, although the 
Lakota Treaty is worded a bit differently.  
 
This case is set to be argued on January 8, 2019. If you are interested in reading more about 
this case please go to the US Supreme Court website. A decision is likely before the end of the 
summer and I will try to let you know how it turns out.  
 

An SDBI First 
(continued) 

By Mike McKnight with help from Kelsey Knoer  

Oberle safari 
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2019 South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. Annual 
Convention 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday– noon to 5 pm Display Set-up and Trophy Board 
BYOB Social and Pot Luck 
Friday, Feb 15, 2019 5 PM - ??? 
Governor’s Inn 
700 W Sioux Ave 
Pierre, SD 

 
 

Saturday, Feb 16, 2019 
Izaak Walton Club 
1200 Izaak Walton Rd. Pierre, SD 
Saturday – 8 am doors Open, bring your trophy 
9 am – 3 pm Pope & Young Measuring Available 
 
Seminars 
10 am –11 am Seminar, by Jake Leibke 
11 am – 12 pm Seminar, John Meyen and Wes Koehler 
(Bowhunting Africa) 
1 pm – 2 pm Seminar, SDGF&P (Chad Switzer & Kevin Robling) 
2 pm – 3 pm Seminar, Barry Wensel 
4 pm – 5 pm General Membership Meeting 
 
6 pm – 7 pm Social Hour 
7 pm –??? Banquet $30.00 Single, $15 12 and under 

 

Raffles, Auctions, Trophy Board & Swap Table 
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Pictures from the hunt — 2018 

Lon Sharp’s 5x5 taken in Spink County, November, during Oberle Safari 
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Pictures from the hunt — 2018 

Craig Oberle, doe taken in Fall River County. Expired on a small island  in the middle of the Cheyenne River. Used 
a  Tim Finley Kota takedown bow 
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Pictures from the Hunt — 2018 

Craig Oberle, early season doe taken in Spink County using 30 year old Dale 
Dye recurve bought in 1988. 
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Pictures from the Hunt — 2018 

Jim Dahlberg, buck taken at the 32nd annual Oberle safari. Taken with a 
handmade bow and an antique cedar arrow. 
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Pictures from the Hunt  

Isaac Bauer, Mellette,  with buck taken in Spink County, 2017 
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SDBI Sponsors 
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SDBI Sponsors 

  

   

   41st and Western  Sioux Falls  334-7767 

 

We’re Out There Drawing 
Down So You Can Too 

 

When you need sports gear or just a little advice, come 
to Scheels. Our expertise doesn’t come from a book or 
a brochure. We learn by doing. We’re archers too, 
shooting 3-D leagues and backyards all summer. And 
we’re hunters, using every spare minute we have to be 
in the field. Visit with the archery experts at Scheels. 
We’re right there with you. 

SCHEELS 
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Take out an Insurance Policy on your Future 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

BOWHUNTERS, INC. 
What is South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.? 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a bowhunting  
   organization interested in preserving and upgrading      
   bowhunting in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a leader in the South  
   Dakota Bowhunter Education Program. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in fighting the  
   anti-hunting movement in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a strong lobbyist working   
   in the best interest of Bowhunting. 

What benefits would I gain by becoming a  
member of South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. 

 A quarterly newsletter (shown top right) full of stories, pictures, and tips from SDBI members. This 
newsletter also keeps you up-to-date on bowhunting seasons and license availability. The satisfaction of 
knowing you have done your part to insure bowhunting future in our state just by joining. 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Name:____________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________ Email:_______________________________ 

City:___________________________ ST:_________ Zip code:___________________ 

 Family Membership 1 Yr.  $30 

New 

 Single Membership 1 Yr.  $20 

Renew 

 Youth/Student Membership $10 

 Single Membership 3 Yr.  $50 

 Life Membership  $250 

Sponsor:___________________________  

MAIL TO: South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. PO Box 351, Pierre, SD 57501 

Visit our website www.sdbi.net 

 Electronic Membership              Free 
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Youth Grant Application 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Youth Grant Application 

 

Name of Organization  

Contact  

Phone  

Address  
 

Email  

National Affiliations  

Describe the organization 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe how you would use the money 

 
 
 
 
 

How many kids do you work with now?  

How many bows does the organization own?  

How many adult volunteers do you have?  

Describe why your organization should receive this grant 
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South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

Have you moved 

or has your ad-

dress c
hanged? 

SDBI 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
www.sdbi.net 

 


