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Another year has passed. It hardly seems possible. A friend told me the other day of something 
his grandfather used to say: “Life is like a roll of toilet paper. The close you get to the end the 
faster it spins”. While I don’t think I am close to the end (I hope) I can certainly attest to the 
“...faster it spins” part. It has been a really good year for me even though I did not fill a tag. I 
enjoyed every minute I was afield and had some amazing adventures over the past twelve 
months. I hope all of you did as well regardless of whether you filled a tag. 
 
The legislative season will be upon us soon after you read this message. We are so blessed at 
SDBI to have had Bob Barden lobby for us all these years at no charge. Bob will be showing 
Dana Rogers the ropes this year so that Dana can continue the lobbying efforts. If you get a 
chance please thank both Bob and Dana for their efforts.  
 
Please make plans to attend the convention this year. Curt Wells will be the guest speaker and 
the convention is in Pierre. SDBI needs your support. If you have anything you wish to donate 
please let me know and I will make sure it gets where it needs to be.  
 
A book I was reading recently spoke of an Ojibwe Indian adage that I think is appropriate for us 
all as we start a new year:  
 
        “...never try to be someone else: live true to your spirit, be honest to yourself, and accept 
who you are and the way the Great Spirit made you”.  
 
May you all have a happy and 
successful 2018. 
 
Play hard and have fun. 
 
Mike McKnight 

 

Editor’s Note 

Mike McKnight 

Arnie Veen 
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Jim Peterson 

The President’s Point 

Fall is over, winter is here (and then some for most of us), but spring is around the corner.  Hopefully many of 
you were able to get out into the field and experience nature at its finest.  Maybe you were even lucky 
enough to take home some meat for the freezer.  I am already looking forward to this summer when it 
warms up…. and we can go begin our scouting missions for next year.  I will likely chase a turkey or two this 
spring and shoot a few fish as well, but as we start to put in for tags in each state, it makes you long for next 
year already. 
 
There has been quite a bit of discussion around the state this past year concerning deer and large game man-
agement.  Be sure to stay in touch with the topics being discussed so that you can voice your opinion and 
help direct the future of game management in South Dakota.  There has been a lot of discussion about tags 
and preference points, which may dramatically affect your ability to get a tag in the future.  It is important to 
stay informed and involved in deciding the future of bowhunting in South Dakota. 
 
We have received 11 applications for the youth archery grant.  These grants are a valuable tool for building 
the archery programs as well as promoting SDBI throughout the state.  We are awarding the $500 grant to 
the Campbell County 4-H Shooting Sports program.  They are trying to startup their archery program again 
and need the additional support.  However, there are several other programs around the state that are in the 
same position and need as much help as they can get to support their programs.  After reviewing the applica-
tions, the Corson County and McCook County 4H programs really need some help as well, so we are going to 
present them with a $100 grant.  If you have any desire to help these programs as individuals, please reach 
out to them and offer what you can.   
 
We have talked about this topic many times, but the primary focus of SD Bowhunters is to support 
bowhunting in South Dakota by promoting and educating the people about the sport.  As a non-profit organi-
zation, we can accept tax deductible donations for these education purposes.  However, to maintain this non-
profit status, we have to actually spend some money on these programs.  The Youth Grant Program is our 
primary education program.  These youth archery programs throughout the state need more support than 
we are currently able to give.  As the leading bowhunting organization in the state, we need to be able to 
support more of these youth programs to encourage them to become the future bowhunters of South Dako-
ta.  Over the past several years the financial support for SDBI has disappeared, and unless members begin to 
pay their annual dues or support the annual convention, we will not be able to properly help the youth ar-
chery programs achieve their goals.  The convention is coming up next month.  Please review your schedule 

and make the effort to attend.  If you are not able to attend, please consider sending SDBI a tax de-
ductible donation to help support the youth archery programs in South Dakota. 
 
As the new year begins, be thinking about how we can grow our organization and support bowhunting, the 
outdoor lifestyle, and the values we all share.  If you have any ideas, please send them to us at 
sdbi.net@gmail.com. 
  
Jim Peterson 
SDBI President 
 



5 

 

 

From the Hunt: 2017 

Jerri Ann Haak 

Garin Haak 
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From the Hunt: 2017 
(continued) 

Dana Rogers 

Anonymous 
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From the Hunt: 2017 
(continued) 

Haakon County trailcam pic 

Wyatt Skelton Lion Hunt pic 

 
Email articles, photos, want ads, cartoons, 
and letters for newsletter submission to : 

Mike McKnight 

Next deadline to submit articles or  
pictures is April 1 
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Guaranteed Success Every Time! 

Gary Colbath 

 
I was recently preparing for my first ever DIY solo sheep hunt when a co-worker asked about 
the trip.  "What are you hunting this time," she said?  I told her I had drew a coveted Chu-
gach Mountains archery sheep permit and that a white ram of any size would be 
my goal.  She asked what I would do with it if I shot one and I explained the high quality of 
sheep meat and offered to bring her some if I was successful.  Fast-forward 14 days later and 
I was back at work for the first time following the hunt.  I crossed paths with this same wom-
an in the break room and she again inquired about the hunt, "How did it go, were you suc-
cessful?"   I thought for a minute and replied "absolutely it was a success, but I cannot bring 
you any sheep meat to try, I didn't shoot one."  The confused look on her face lead to me ex-
plain, which is the point of this short article. 
 
Each time go on a hunt, especially a multi-day hunt or DIY hunt, or hunt in new country or 
for a species I have never taken, I try to mentally prepare by evaluating what it is I am really 
chasing and why.  For me, at least over the last decade or so, the answer has consistently re-
mained the same.  I am chasing adventure and serenity and wholeness with the world around 
me.  Lucky for me, this allows me to be successful on my hunting excursions every 
time.  When I am in the woods pursuing a quarry with my bow, I am at peace, focused, in-
tent, serene.  Whether it's for the afternoon, or two weeks straight, it's always an adven-
ture.   Occasionally I come home with an animal, but that is just icing on the cake.  As cliché 
as it may sound, bow hunting for me really is all about the journey.  And because of that 
mindset I have come to have about my pursuits, I am successful every time I go afield.  If 
you can learn to enjoy the process and the pursuit, the rest seems to take care of itself, or not, 
but that seems to matter less and less for me the more adventures I have.  Memories are 
made each time I step into the woods bow in hand.  I wouldn't trade it for anything and I can-
not think of another activity I participate in that I can say this about.  It's truly what makes 
bowhunting so special and meaningful to me. 
 
I have read about great athletes who describe being on the court or in the field and experienc-
ing what they call the "flow," or being in the "flow."  Musicians, painters, many other crea-
tive type geniuses experience it as well.  It is described as that place a person goes where 
your mind is hyper-focused on the task at hand, the environment you're in.  All else fades 
away and you experience this heightened level of awareness and focus and drive and peace 
all at the same time.  For theMichael Jordan's of the world, when they hit that flow, they are 
unstoppable and seemingly operating on some other level.  While I'm not a great bow hunter, 
nor the Michael Jordan of anything, I do experience my own version of the Flow almost eve-
ry time I pursue another sentient being with my bow out in nature on the animals terms.  That 
adventure, and the feelings that surround those experiences are really what I'm hunting for.  
 
So my sheep hunt was a grand success.  I worked harder than I thought I was capable.  I got 
up close and personal with dozens of Dall sheep.  I met new friends on the mountain.  I im-
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proved my woodsmanship and resolve.  I became immersed in Mother Nature's beauty and felt 
her wrath in all forms of weather.  And most of all, I cleared my mind of its daily clutter and 
focused on being in the moment, each moment of each day out there.  It is while I am 
bowhunting that I can seemingly do this better than at any other times in my life.  So for me, 
that guarantees success in every hunt I have. 
 
Shoot straight, 
 
Gary Colbath 
 
 

 

 

Guaranteed Success Every Time! 
(continued) 

Gary Colbath 
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My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 

Wyatt Skelton 

 As we plodded along the trail in the dirty dark blue Chevy pick-up, we saw many 
mule deer along the way.  Leroy was in the middle of another gripping lion adventure when 
he said, “Is that a lion track?”  I turned to look out the passenger side window and yep it was!  
Time was around 10:10am.  We checked it out and Leroy said “That’s a good track, good 
tom.”  

Back in mid-November I received a text from my buddy Craig that his son-in-law 
couldn’t return a second time to Utah mountain lion hunting and if I’d like to go in his place.  
This would be Craig’s second trip to chase lions. I pondered this invite a few days weighing 

costs and having never been on a guided hunting trip, but fi-
nally came to my senses and said I would go along.  I had 
hunted lion back in 2003 and 2004 with help from some 
friends in MT with no avail.  After always thinking I would 
take another shot at it “someday” I decided “someday” was 
here.  How often in life do we say or think that way and some-
day never comes.  Here was my opportunity to pursue the ma-
jestic feline again and I’m grabbing it!  After prepping, pack-
ing, and all the “What to take” rig-a-ma-roll, I was ready to 
embark on my first guided expedition.  We departed Saturday 
morning from Craig’s home in Mellette, SD and “had” to de-
tour to Cabela’s in Sidney, NE.  We made it to Glenwood 
Springs, CO that night.  The next morning going thru Grand 
Junction, CO we again had to detour to Cabela’s and Sports-
man’s Warehouse there as well.  We helped the U.S. economy 
at all stops with our obligatory purchases. 
On the final 100 miles headed south to our destination of 

Blanding, Craig was awarded with a stop from Utah’s finest.  After a short visit, paperwork, 
and “donation” to the state we were on our way again.  We arrived at the Four Corners Inn 
and transferred our gear to the two room suite.  Craig called Lloyd of Sunrise Outfitters that 
we were at the motel.  Lloyd came over and we 
completed the required paperwork, fees, and re-
lease from liability if we die or are injured, just 
the usual.  I found out right away that Lloyd is 
quite a character.  I told him how great it would be 
to get a tom as big as myself.  I’m around 160 lbs.  
Lloyd said it could happen and that there are two 
cats around that he knew of that were bigger at 
around 200 pounds!  Talk about Psych me up!  
Lloyd told me in the event that we wound up 
spending the night out in the wilds that they make 
big fires, no little, have to huddle close fires.  I 
hoped it wouldn’t come to that being middle of 
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December.  As he was leaving, Lloyd said he and his brother would pick us up at the motel in 
the morning at 5am.   

The next morning I met my guide, Lloyd’s brother, Leroy.  Leroy is a very easy going 
houndsman with a lot of experience running 
cats and bears.  We headed north to Hearts 
Draw and Lloyd and Craig would begin south 
to Deer Flats.  After the customary stop for 
morning hot chocolate at the gas station we 
were out cutting snow blanketed roads, looking 
for newly printed tracks.  I pleasantly discov-
ered Leroy possesses a wealth of lion hunting 
stories and adventures that alone are worth the 
price of the trip.  We checked out the first 
promising ridge trail, but no lion tracks found.  
We meandered up another road and upon turn-
ing around met a local rancher in his pick-up 
with stock trailer.  We stopped to visit with him 
for any lion information.  One never knows where a good tip of a fresh track may come.  No 
leads there so we proceeded to another trail thru the beautiful sage and pinyon Utah land-
scape with optimism in discovering a fresh track. As we trekked along, Leroy educated me 
about lion making scratches where there mound up dirt and pee on it to mark their territor.  
Leroy stated that when a big cat kills a deer or elk, they always drag it elsewhere to eat on it.  
They cache their bounty somewhere, like under a tree, to feed upon for several days.  Addi-
tional factoids bestowed to me were that lion mate year round, so there’s no defined mating 
season.  Also, lions don’t get a winter coat like bobcat, fox, and coyotes.  They have the same 
hair thickness all year.   I tell you what, that Leroy is just full of great information on lions as 

well as fascinating stories.   
As we plotted along the snow covered trail in the Chevy, we saw 
many mule deer in their winter range.  Hence, the lions were here for 
an easy deer buffet.  Leroy was in the middle of another gripping li-
on adventure when he said, “Is that a lion track?”  I turned to look 
out my side and yep it was!  Time was around 10:10am.  We checked 
it out and Leroy said “That’s a good track, good tom.”  We figured at 
least 130 lbs.  We found a drag marks and then a deer kill buried un-
der a pinyon juniper tree.  We sorted thru all the tracks and where the 
lion passed back and forth over the road several times and finally 

found the track led down toward a canyon.  We returned to the truck, got dogs ready, and I 
took a few practice shots.  We donned our packs and took off in pursuit of the lion at 
10:55am.  I brought my Mathews Switchback compound bow as well as my Dale Dye snake-
wood Trails End recurve.  I wanted to use my recurve on this hunt, but in the event that it 
was a very difficult shot I wanted my compound.  Craig and Lloyd laughed and I’m sure 
made fun of this flatlander packing two bows along with my backpack.  I didn’t care.  Be-

 My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 

Wyatt Skelton 
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sides, it was me, not them, carrying the two arrow launchers.  I had the compound on a sling 
around my back so it wasn’t a big deal.  We got to the rim of the canyon and could hear the 

dogs barking and baying.  He said they we “treed”!  Wow, 
that only took around 15-20 min.  We found where the 
dogs jumped the tom and could see where they slid in 
snow and down two rock cliffs about 12-15 feet.  Leroy 
said “Them dogs wouldn’t have went off that unless they 
jumped the cat.”  Well, there was no way for us to get 
down that way without rappelling gear so we started hiking 
the rim.  We found three of the dogs that decided not to 
make the leap.  We kept going around the rim and the next 
finger canyon until we found a spot a couple miles away 
we could descend.  I had to hand dogs down to Leroy on 
the next ledge and then sliding, grabbing bushes, rocks and 

whatever else, and with the help of gravity, finally made it to the bottom of the canyon.  I 
changed my soaked leather gloves out to a pair of polar fleece ones and scarfed a Butterfinger 
and some gummie snacks for much needed energy.  

 Leroy said we had to get to the tree since the dogs had been baying for quite a while.  I 
had been ahead of Leroy at the start of this venture, but now struggled to keep up with him!  
Leroy is in his early 50’s, runs about 10 miles every day, 
and stated his Dr. said he was in better shape than most 19 
year olds.  I believe it!  He’s a machine!  My knee was 
killing me but I pushed on.  About 150 yards away from 
the barking dogs I could see the cats face up in the Pon-
derosa.  We got to the bottom of the tree and Leroy says, 
“That’s a good tom!”  I thought, “Ya, he looks pretty big 
to me!”  Um…maybe he’s a bit more than 130 lbs.  I took 
some pics and video as Leroy tethered dogs to nearby 
bushes and shrubs.  

 I had opted to use my compound but ice build-up 
issues prevented use of that bow.  So I was glad to have 
carried two bows with me!  I picked up my Trails End re-
curve and stepped over to my guide.  Leroy found a small 
“V” opening in the branches to the lion’s chest and said, 
“There’s yer shot.  Grab an arrow and take it.”  I grabbed a Wensel Woodman tipped Easton 
Legacy aluminum arrow, and drew back.  “Fshewww”…. the arrow zipped over his back and 
into a branch.  The lion did not condone this and let us know.  Leroy, ever so calm and collect-
ed says, “Just make that shot like you always do, just get another arrow and kill ‘em.”  I 
thought with this heightened level of excitement, “Easier said than done.”  I got another arrow 
and de-iced it, nocked it, and drew it back.  Ting tang bing bong!  The arrow hit a branch and 
deflected.  The lion moved around to the other side of the tree.  This helped as there was a little 
bench on the side slope to stand on and gave me a better angle.  I nocked another arrow, drew 

 

My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 

Wyatt Skelton 

My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 
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it, and let her fly.  It drilled the tom in the front shoulder and he snarled and growled.  He 
moved around a little, but stayed broadside to me still stand-
ing!  I took a couple steps to the right to gain a better view of 
his entire side.  I had one last aluminum Easton Legacy 2117 
arrow left with a woodsman broadhead.  I said a little prayer 
for this arrow to go perfect.  I nocked that arrow, drew, and 
concentrated on his side.  I let the arrow loose and the hollow 
metal stick flew like a laser right thru his heart.  I yelled to 
Leroy, “I got him thru the heart…He’s comin’ down!”  The li-
on moved to the north side of the tree and did a half leap, 
turned upside down, and came crashing down thru the top of 
an adjacent pinyon juniper tree just about landing on a dog.  
He did not land on his feet.  Leroy went over to the dead lion 
and grabbed its tail and waived back and forth hissing to psych 
up the dogs as a training method.  The dogs were all barking 
and bouncing wanting at the cat.  Wow!  I finally did it!  The 
beast was dead!  The time was 2:28pm.  We fist bumped and 

then heard Craig and Lloyd up on the top of the rim hollering down.  They arrived just sec-
onds after the cat hit the ground.  We tried dragging the tom by the paws to a spot for photos, 
but that didn’t work.  Leroy looks at me and says “Don’t (you) think that this cat weighs more 
than 150 pounds?!”  I got my bow sling around its neck to drag it to an open area where we 
took a bunch of photos.    

After the photo session, we had to get dried out from sweating while hiking.  Leroy 
took a candle out of his pack and proceeded to set a whole dead juniper tree on fire.  We were 
pretty sweated up from the hike in so drying out was a good idea.  In the back of my mind 
while walking into the tree I was thinking “I hope we don’t, but I bet we wind up spending 
the night.”  And yup, we did.  Peanut, a kid 
from town helping Lloyd, came to the edge of 
the rim to check on us.  Leroy told him we’d 
be fine and to come back in morning.  We’d 
get the cat skinned and meat boned out.  I said 
if you could come back with a rope to pull our 
packs with head, hide and meat and the bows 
out would be really good too.  So there it was.  
We were camping out, in what I called 
“hells’” canyon, for a long night.  We got the 
cat skinned and the meat deboned.  I discov-
ered that mountain lions have a very pungent 
odor that makes skinning and butchering a 
challenge.  “Wuffta,” I was glad when we fin-
ished that job.  Leroy said “You’re getting the  

 

My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 

My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 

Wyatt Skelton 
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full treatment and on the first day too!”  Yup I got my money’s worth!  I think?!  
We then gathered more dead branches and limbs for firewood.   It took a lot of 
wood to get thru the hours of darkness.   We dined on beef jerky, candy bars, 
granola bars, MRE apple sauce, crackers, and grape Gatorade.  A feast!  I think 
Craig had to suffer back in town with a hot juicy steak supper and warm hotel 
bed to sleep in.  Ha, I wouldn’t change a thing. It was a great experience alt-
hough I didn’t sleep much, but had adrenalin and still present excitement of the 

hunt to get me thru the night. 
There was a little rock ledge there next to the fire to 

channel the heat under making a nice little warm bed.  Leroy, 
however, had no problem sleeping and got in some lengthy 
naps.   We kept gathering fire wood thru the night and finally 
day break came.  I survived the night and it really wasn’t too 
bad, just more of the “cat hunting experience!”  Leroy started 
to get anxious to get going and said we better just get moving 
to find a way out.  Luckily over the radio came, “Leroy gotta 
copy?” Thank you God, because I knew me and my knee would have a heck of a time get-
ting out carrying everything.  Lloyd’s son Josh is certified search and rescue.  He took the 
day off to come “play” with us and rappelled down to us.  We got the packs and bows se-
cured to the rope and the rest of them on top pulled it up with a 5:1 ratio puller of some sort.  
Then Leroy, I, and the dogs just had to find a way out back to the top.  After a few hours we 
finally joined up with Craig, Lloyd, Peanut, and Josh.  We were very tired and sore, or at 
least I was, but after a sandwich and drink we were good to go find Craig a cat.  We hunted 
hard the rest of the week and chased a big female, but alas were not able to get one for 
Craig.  Lloyd and Leroy worked very diligently and definitely luck is involved with any 
hunting trip.  I highly recommend giving Lloyd with Sunrise Outfitters a call if you’ve ever 
dreamed of chasing lions.  He and Leroy will take you on an adventure like no other!  If 
you’ve never hunted lions, it’s probably not like any type of hunting you’ve done.   It’s an 
experience you will never forget.  Ask for the full treatment!   
 

Author Bio 
I’m an IBEW Union lineman from the small town of Bryant, SD.  I do construction linework and 

respond to storm damage power outages.  I have a German short hair pointer named Bow.  My best hunting 
season ever transpired fall 2014.  I hunted ducks for the first time in many years and the first duck was a 
young banded mallard.  I went on a MT elk hunt and took my second archery bull elk in back to back years, 
a big old 7x5 non-typical.  I skewered a ruffed grouse in the SD Black Hills.  On opening morning of rifle 
season I harvested a beautiful big 4x4 whitetail and then the very next morning took my biggest buck to 
date, a 5x5 whitetail that grossed 154 3/8” with a 21 1/8’ wide inside spread.  Then I experienced this amaz-
ing lion adventure in December.  And when I thought it couldn’t get any better, I arrowed a second Pope 
and Young Whitetail out West River on New Year’s Eve just after sunset thereby filling my last tag on the 
last day.  I was very fortunate and blessed that season. 

 

My Utah Mountain Lion Adventure 
(continued) 

Wyatt Skelton 
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Waters 

Passing the Torch 

There are a lot of reasons to introduce kids to hunting. It is a wholesome hobby 

that teaches valuable life lessons, encourages exercise and promotes spending 

time outdoors. In addition to the reasons that hunting is a good activity for the in-

dividual, getting the next generation involved is good for the overall sport. 

– As the world becomes increasingly modern and technology-flooded, and gun and 

hunting rights continue to be challenged, hunting is in danger of becoming a thing 

of the past. 

Young Hunters: When and How 
To Get Children Started 

Erik Jutila 
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– Today’s youth will be responsible for keeping the sport alive by advocating for gun 

and hunting rights in the future. Hunters are also some of the primary activists that 

support habitat restoration and wildlife management. 

– Hunting encourages quality time with family or mentors. Instead of playing games 

indoors on an iPad, it gets kids outside, spending valuable time interacting with peo-

ple and nature. Many types of hunting are a good source of exercise and teach 

healthy lessons about the processes through which food makes it to your table. 

Plenty of moms and dads look forward to a time when they have kids old enough to 

take along hunting. This article will explore how to know when the time is right for 

those first experiences, and how to make those experiences positive memories for 

your new hunter. 

 When to Get Them Started 

Photo: Chris Waters 

Like is true when it comes to many youth activities, if you get a child started too 

young, you run the risk of them burning out at an early age. 

 Young Hunters: When and How 
To Get Children Started (continued) 

Erik Jutila 

Reprinted with permission from Jon from Outdoorempire.com 
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It does not matter if it is soccer or piano, kids get are often driven away from activi-

ties by overbearing parents that force them into hobbies. Some kids burn out early; 

others make it into their teenage or young adult years before they reach the point of 

pulling away from the activity. 

It is best to let the child dictate their readiness and interest in hunting. Keep in mind 

that as soon as a kid is old enough to talk they are likely to start asking about going 

along on hunting trips. So, a little scrutiny will be required to determine when the 

time is right. 

Every child is different, so there is not one set standard that can be applied to all chil-

dren. When you are considering bringing them along on a hunt (as opposed to allow-

ing them to actively hunt) some factors to consider are: 

 Interest in hunting– Even if kids are not very interested in hunting from the onset, there is a 

chance they will come to like it if taken along. However, kids who are interested in going on their 

own may be ready to go at a younger age. If kids are a little hesitant, you will have better luck 

having a reasonable conversation with them about giving it a try when they are a little older. 

  

 Attention span- Lots of hunting is not necessarily action-packed, this article will identify the 

types of hunts that are best for getting a child hooked, but kids with very short attention spans 

might need to grow up a little before they are ready to come along on a hunt. 

  

 Willingness to follow instructions- Disobedient children are not ideal for a lot of activities, but 

when you add in guns, knives and outdoor elements, a kid not following directions can become a 

safety issue. If a kid wants to go, a hunting trip could be used as a reward for following directions 

well. 

  

 Sensitivity levels- If you have a child that you think would be very upset with the death of an ani-

mal, allow some time to pass before they witness it on a hunt. Let them tag along on a scouting 

 
Young Hunters: When and How 

To Get Children Started (continued) 

Erik Jutila 

Reprinted with permission from Jon from Outdoorempire.com 
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day where you are spotting animals but not shooting them. Eventually, they may start to show 

more interest in your success stories and ask to be there for the hunt itself. 

  

 Stamina- Outside of mental stamina (see patience), physical stamina may play a role in them be-

ing ready to come along on a hunt. For the most part, kids probably have more energy than adults, 

but they may also wear themselves out quickly. If they tire easily and are likely to get discouraged 

by the work, wait till their legs are a little longer. 

Starting Slow 

Once you have determined that your child is 

ready to get involved with hunting, it is time to consider what their first outing should 

be. 
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If everything goes well, your youth hunter will grow up to enter the woods before sun-

rise and come out after sunset. They will be willing to endure foul weather and cover 

many rugged miles in a day to pursue game. However, long and intense hunts with 

low chances of success are not the best options for early experiences. 

Before a kid is ready to carry their own weapon and harvest their own animals, let 

them target practice with air rifles or bring them to tag along on a hunt . Here is some 

framework for what would make a good first hunt: 

 A hunt that is about them: Even though the child will not be actively hunting, make sure it is a 

trip catered to them. Do not bring them on a hunt where you are focused on harvesting game. 

Their experience is the priority, and it is likely to play a big role in their interest in hunting moving 

forward. 

  

 Go on a good weather day: Just like adults, kids are likely to find more enjoyment and be more 

patient on a day where the weather is good. A day where it is not bitter cold or pouring down rain 

would be the best start. 

  

 Outfit them with good gear: Most grownups survive days in the woods by wearing hundreds of 

dollars in high-quality gear. Spending a bunch of money for a kid’s test-run might not be the best 

plan, but make sure they have good boots or shoes and enough clothes to stay warm and dry. 

  

 Bring snacks: A snack break is a good way to add some entertainment while sitting in the blind or 

provide an intermission from walking through the woods or fields. Not to mention, a hungry kid is 

likely to lose interest much quicker than a well-fed one. Pack their favorite snacks and bring along 

a thermos of hot chocolate on those cooler mornings. 

  

 Pick a hunt with some action: In a dream world, every hunt would involve encounters and suc-

cesses, but much of hunting is not like that at all. Waterfowl, game birds, squirrels or other small 
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game are good choices because you are likely to see some game and have some success. A big 

game hunt where you are likely to see lots of animals is not a bad bet either. Even a buck hunt 

where you see lots of does will probably keep a kid fairly entertained. 

  

 Call it a day when they are ready: With any luck, patience will be something that your child learns 

organically through their experiences. It is not a lesson best forced upon them. If they ask to go 

home, you might encourage them to stay a little longer, but for the most part, heading home or 

back to camp when they are ready is best. If all the trips are very short, maybe postpone them go-

ing along for a couple. If they ask to go again, you can preface the trip by saying “you can go 

along, but we will be staying in the woods a little longer this time.” 

  

 Let them choose their level of involvement: Kill shots, gutting and butchering animals are all a 

part of the sport- but just because a kid is ready to go for a hike in the woods, does not mean they 

are ready for the other parts of the hunt. You can establish that they will have to be willing to do 

those aspects before they can actually hunt, but do not force them to participate and observe if they 

do not want to. Likewise, if the kid wants to ease their way into it, find a safe way to get them in-

volved like pulling on a leg while you do the cutting. 

  

Shifting to Full Involvement 
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Those days when your youth hunter is just tagging along offer a 

great opportunity to further instill the responsibilities and skills involved in hunting. 

Make sure to maintain a focus on being a safe and ethical hunter, which will serve them 

well as an individual but also a steward of the sport and resource. 

Once you are looking at making the jump to them actually hunting, consideration must 

be given in areas outside of the intrinsic factors discussed for early involvement. 

For instance, beyond the kid’s maturity level and interest, legal limitations must be con-

sidered. 

States do not have restrictions for just bringing kids along on hunts, but the same can-

not be said for them becoming actual hunters. 

Many states do not have a minimum age requirement for hunting. The youth hunter 

needs only be able to complete the hunter education course and pass a test to be is-

sued a license. Some states have limited deferral or mentor programs, where a young 

hunter can participate without having passed a hunter safety course. 

In these scenarios, the state allows them to go out under the tutelage of a hunter who 

has been licensed for at least a certain number of years. 
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If your kid shows all the signs of being ready to hunt but lacks the reading and writing 

skills to pass the hunter safety course, they might be a good candidate for the deferral 

or mentor program. If they have the reading and writing skills, the course is a practical 

and useful step in earning the privilege to hunt. 

In most states, those programs afford them one year before they have to pass the 

course, so it only makes sense in a few cases. 

The age at which they are able to complete a hunter safety course and test usually cor-

responds well with the other indicators they are ready to hunt. The attention, under-

standing of rules and interest level required for the course are probably roughly equiva-

lent to what they would need to actively hunt. 

In addition to meeting the legal requirements, here are some other attributes 

to look for: 

 Willingness to fully participate in the process: While forcing a kid to gut an animal their first time 

going along on a hunt is not recommended, they should understand it is a part of being a hunter. Be-

fore they harvest an animal of their own they should be ready to do be involved from the first shot, 

to the last shot, and on through the field dressing and butchering process. 

  

 Skills with the required weapon: Certain hunting methods have greater barriers to youth involve-

ment. Archery can be difficult for the youngest of hunters because of the strength required to draw a 

bow although there are many youth bows and crossbows on the market, big game hunting with a 

rifle requires the shooter to deal with the recoil and weight of bigger caliber firearms. Pick a weapon 

that is geared towards youth hunter strength and stature, and make sure they are competent and safe 

with it. 

  

 Ethics and decision- making: It can probably be assumed that an adult will be by the side of the 

young hunter as they make their early hunting choices. However, the old adage about not being able 
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to un-pull the trigger is as true for kids as it is adults. Making sure that your child is old enough to 

understand the rationale behind decisions made in the field is crucial. 

  

The First Real Hunt 

Most states offer opportunities that are unique to youth hunters. Often these are hunts 

where success is likely. These hunts can be for the female big game, offer a few days 

head start on game birds or waterfowl, or focus on areas where access to the territory 

is easy. These youth-catered hunts are excellent opportunities for first outings. 

A hunt where the young hunter is the only tag-holder comes with the advantage of the 

adult mentor not being concerned with their own harvest. Most parents or mentors 

would take as much or more joy out of a young hunter harvesting their first animal, but 

some might still let their focus wander to their own successes. 

Whether it is a youth hunt or a general opportunity, pick a hunt that coincides with the 

considerations we have already discussed. Early season hunts are likely to have better 

weather. 

Game birds, waterfowl, varmints and deer can all be reasonably hunted with youth fire-

arms and calibers. They also all typically provide a fair amount of encounters and a de-

cent chance at success. 

Keep in mind the outline of the first hunt as discussed above. You can gradually remove 

the “training wheels” by making the hunts a little longer, and encouraging your child to 

be more involved with the whole process. It is still best to start with a hunt that offers 

the following: 

 Good weather 

 High success rates 
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 Reasonable duration 

 Adequate gear 

 Youth-appropriate weapon 

Talk (quietly) them through the stages of the hunt. As an experienced hunter, you have 

probably forgotten that you once had to learn many of the things you now know. As an 

example, to a young hunter, a finishing shot to the head of an animal may seem brutal. 

Offering a little explanation can help them understand that it a kill shot is the humane 

thing to do, and respectful to the animal. 

  

Conclusion 

Ultimately, hitting the timing just right and then planning and executing a perfect first 

experience should produce positive results. However, be prepared that even if every-

thing goes well, hunting is not for everyone. 

For some, it might be an acquired taste, and they may come around to liking it on their 

own at an older age. Similarly, know that everything is likely not to go quite as 

planned, and the kid will probably have a great time, anyway. 

If you are successful in introducing them to hunting, be ready to experience great joy 

as you share in their successes. You will also feel good about introducing them to a 

healthy and wholesome activity that comes with a bonus of quality table fare. 

And finally, by passing along the hunting tradition to the next generation, you will have 

done your part to keep the sport alive. 
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SDBISDBI  

February 23 & 24, 2018 
Isaac Walton Club 

Pierre, SD 

Curt Wells 
Of Bowhunter Magazine and 

Bowhunter TV 
Guest Speaker 

We have reserved a block of rooms at the Governor’s Inn for $69.95+tax! The rooms 
will be held until January 23rd.  The number to call is: (605) 224-4200. 
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   41st and Western  Sioux Falls  334-7767 

 

We’re Out There Drawing 
Down So You Can Too 

 

When you need sports gear or just a little advice, come 
to Scheels. Our expertise doesn’t come from a book or 
a brochure. We learn by doing. We’re archers too, 
shooting 3-D leagues and backyards all summer. And 
we’re hunters, using every spare minute we have to be 
in the field. Visit with the archery experts at Scheels. 
We’re right there with you. 

SCHEELS 
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Take out an Insurance Policy on your Future 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

BOWHUNTERS, INC. 
What is South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.? 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a bowhunting  
   organization interested in preserving and upgrading      
   bowhunting in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a leader in the South  
   Dakota Bowhunter Education Program. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in fighting the  
   anti-hunting movement in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a strong lobbyist working   
   in the best interest of Bowhunting. 

What benefits would I gain by becoming a  
member of South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. 

 A quarterly newsletter (shown top right) full of stories, pictures, and tips from SDBI members. This 
newsletter also keeps you up-to-date on bowhunting seasons and license availability. The satisfaction of 
knowing you have done your part to insure bowhunting future in our state just by joining. 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Name:____________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________ Email:_______________________________ 

City:___________________________ ST:_________ Zip code:___________________ 

 Family Membership 1 Yr.  $30 

New 

 Single Membership 1 Yr.  $20 

Renew 

 Youth/Student Membership $10 

 Single Membership 3 Yr.  $50 

 Life Membership  $250 

Sponsor:___________________________  

MAIL TO: South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. PO Box 351, Pierre, SD 57501 

Visit our website www.sdbi.net 

 Electronic Membership              Free 
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South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

Have you moved 

or has your ad-

dress c
hanged? 

SDBI 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
www.sdbi.net 

 


